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reason of the queen's imprisonment, though he- imprisoned
her on the 16th, and pretended not to have intercepted
the letters before the 20th of June.

Of these letters, on which the fate of princes and king-
doms was suspended, the authority should have been put
out of doubt; yet that such letters were ever found, there
is no witness but Morton who acciised the queen, and
Crawford, a dependent on Lennox, another of her ac-
cusers. Dalgleish, the bearer, was hanged without any
interrogatories concerning them; and Hulet, mentioned
in them, though then in prison, was never called to au-
thenticate them, nor was his confession produced against
Mary, till death had left him no power to disown it.

Elizabeth, indeed, was easily satisfied; she declared her-
self ready to receive the proofs against Mary, and abso-
lutely refused Mary the liberty of confronting her accusers,
and making her defence. Before such a judge, a very
little proof would be sufficient. She gave the accusers of
Mary leave to go to Scotland, and the box and letters
were seen no more. They have been since lost, and the
discovery, which comparison of writing might have made,
is now no longer possible. Hume has, however, endea-
voured to palliate the conduct of Elizabeth, but " his ac-
count," says our author, " is contradicted, almost in every
sentence, by the records, which, it appears, he has himself
perused."

In the next part, the authenticity of the letters is ex-
amined ; and it seems to be proved, beyond contradiction,
that the French letters, supposed to have been written by
Mary, are translated from the Scotch copy, and, if origi-
nals, which it was so much the interest of such numbers to
preserve, are wanting, it is much more likely that they
never existed, than that they have been lost

The arguments used by Dr. Robertson, to prove the
genuineness of the letters, are next examined. Robert-
son makes use, principally, of what he calls the internal
evidence, which, amounting, at most, to conjecture, is op-
posed by conjecture equally probable.